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CTbe pꝛe face. 
¶ To tze rpatt wozſßppfurk Maſter Jobs 
Ramſay,fo2de pꝛiour of Merton, Tho- 
mas Papnekk, chanon of Mer⸗ 
ton ſendefh gretpnge. 


His fptteff and fruitfulk Boke, 
Mas pou of pour moſte gentpſte 
nature, deſyze d me pour obe⸗ 
dient, J Baue franſkated into 
Dengkypſße, J feare ſome wplk 
ſap, moche moze akadfp than counnpnaly, 
and that mp wpki was farre moze redp tha 
my wykte: but Howe ſoo euer J bane done, 
if it map pkeaſe pour klozdſßyp. J holde me 
well papde: foꝛ not only in this, But in alt 
other thinges, mp deſpze is, to do that, that 
map be acceptable to ponr good mpnde: 0- 
ther that be lerned, 7 lpke not mp trãſ⸗ 
lation, map ſette it foꝛtbhe m eng⸗ 
fyſpe moze ekoquentkłp, and 
ſo do bothe great pꝛo⸗ 
fyte and pleaſure 
to manp one. 
Thus 
god pꝛeſerue pour kozdſßpp 
in good beftge, 
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tbe Fenerabfe coffedge of vyꝛgins Ma⸗ 
chabeticas af Lokepne,ſendeth are. _ 
tynge in Cbziſt Jeſu, the ſonne 3; 
a vp2cin, and Crowue 
of akk Byagpns, 


EN 5 40 VR DEVOVT 
>, W  zmpndes good bir 
SHOE Marns doo okte ty⸗ 
mes pꝛouoke me, 
with poure delp⸗ 
cc cate and {wete p̃⸗ 
ſentes, that I ſhoulde bylomme 
maner ok wzitynge, not onely ce- 
lebzate and laude your moſt pꝛe⸗ 
cyouſe treaſure, but alſo extolle 
and cõmende vnto you, your in- 
tent and purpoſe. Jn the tone pe 
be ledde by a certapne relygious 
deſyze, lekynge nothynge els but 


1 2 


the glozye of god, the whyche in 


his ſayntis is very glotous: In 
J. ii. the 


— 
— — Of oo 


The compariſon of 
In the tother J perceyue ye leke 
foz ſpiritualle gayne, with your 
pleaſaunt and ſwete gyftes,dely- 
tynge the mouthe, diligently las 
bourynge to opteyne of me thoſe 
thynges, that fede theſowle:this 
ig a very deuout captation,a ho⸗ 
ly deſyze,a ryght wyſe and gayn⸗ 
kull chaunge, and mooſte comely 
and ſeemely foz wyle virgins: yf 
4 were the man that coude bzing 
koꝛthe any thynge oute of the ſe⸗ 
crete coffcrs of holy Scripture, 
that might in like maner refreſhe \ 
pour myndes,as your giftes and 
2cfcntes do refreſſhe my bodye, 
You crre not in youre affeccyon, 
but you faylle in youre election: 
you loue that that is beſte, but 
vou choſe not him, that can ſatiſ⸗ 
fie your holy deſyꝛes. And yet bl- *? 
cauſe you ſhal not thynke me vt- 
terly 


a Virgin and Martyr, 3 
terly bnkpnde, J do nota lyttell 
reioyce, to ſee in you (choſen bir⸗ 
gyns of god) this good mynde, 
that ts, thyꝛſtynge nothynge els 
but the gloꝛy of your ſpouſe, Foz 
it is an euident and a ſure token 
ofa chaſt wyfe,to recken her hul- 
bandes glo:y her owne. Fo? tru⸗ 
ly he, vnto whom pou are ſpecy- 
ally ſpouſed, is aboue al the chil- 
dꝛen of men the moſte goodlypeſt, 
and in all his actes and dedes he 
is the moſte glozious: Though 
oone wolde contemplate and be⸗ 
holde on eucry ſyde the wonder⸗ 
full frame of this woꝛld vet (Hall 
he fpndehym moze oglozyoiiſe in 
the redeinynge of the woꝛlde, thã 
in makynge therof. Bc made the 
woꝛlde, and the hole company of 
_ aungelles with tournynge of an 
hande: but with his pꝛecyouſe 

I. tit. bioud 


Cen. iI. 


The compariſon of 
bloudde he redemed that that he 

made. Thelame wiſedome, whi⸗ 
che is Chʒiſte Jeſus, and whiche 
alſo is the wonderfull werkman 
of this wozke, to thentet to make 
a thynge moꝛe meruapllous, by 
dyuine crafte he edified a howle 
eternall, and a temple wozthy fox 
god, that is the Churche, whiche 
he as a kynge moſte ryche,dydde 
freſhly garniſhe and oznate with 
all maner of ſpiritual oznamenz 
tis. Foz what is golde, ſpluer, v⸗ 
102y, what is the lmaragde, the 
Topaſe, the berpil, 02 the varia⸗ 
ble ſhynynge of pꝛecious ſtones, 
coparting them to the rich giftis 
of the holye ghooſte, whiche are 
pꝛophecp, the gyfte of tongues, 

the vertue of wozking mpzacles, 
and the curynge of inkyrmities, 
peace, puritie, charitie,and ſutfes 
Lance 


3 Virgin and Martyrs #4 
tance? This holle Ediftce, made 
of lyuely ſtones, with a wonder = 
full agretnent couched together, 
ryſeth vp to heuen, Chiilt beinge 
the very cozner ſtone, knyttethe 
falt to gyther al the hole frame;p 
it can neither fall in ruyn no: de- 
cay. Theſe ſtones are the dyuers 
oꝛders of ſaynctis. In this Tem 
ple he reiopceth to dwell, lyke as 
he ſaythe in an other place: Mp 
delectacyons are to be with the 
ſonnes of men. He this magnyz 
fycent Salomon glozfieth hym 
ſelfe in theſe rpcheſles : he ts nos 
where moe meruaylious , noo 
where moꝛe gloztous,than in his 
ſaynctis: to whom he hath vor s 
_ chelafed this honoure, to make 
them his own membꝛes: and ac⸗ 
ceptynge them as his bꝛetherne, 
to make theym heires with hym 


A. iii. of 


Act. 2. 


Pro. 8. 


The compariſon of 
of theheuenly kyngedome. He 
dyed fo2 al: but pet his moſt glo⸗ 
rye and pleaſure is in the bendis 
of Martyzs, and in the compa- 
nyes of vyrgyns. Theſe are the 
molt pꝛecious Jewels, of which 
the churche of Chꝛiſte dothe ſoo 
ſtately auaunce her ſclfe of, the 
whiche woteth nat wherof to glo 
rye, but in the onely gyftes of her 
ſpowſe. Fo2 what ſo euer thynge 
ts gloztous in ſaynctis, the lame 
is the gyfte of Chꝛiſte. O good 
virgins, the delectations and oz⸗ 
namentis of your ſpouſe, are dy- 
uerſe and variable. whã he goth 
fo:th; he iscbelet about with ſon⸗ 
dꝛye pꝛecious vertues, and with 
innumerable kyndes of flowers: 
but the roſis of marty2s, and ly⸗ 
Ives of virgins, do mooſte ſpeci⸗ 
ally pleaſe aud delyte hym. Ind 
no 


a Virgin and Martyr. 
no meruayl, though he loue that 
that he is hym ſelfe, ve wherok he 
is the very fountayne to al other. 


J am (ſayth he) Flos campi, the flo- Cant. 2, 


wer of the felde, and the lylie of 
the valeyes . Dc is the pzynce of 
martyꝛs, foꝛ thꝛoughe hym mar- 
tyꝛs are myghty and ſtronge. He 
is the chiefe capitain of virgins, 
foꝛ by him virgins do ſubdue the 
 fleſſhe, and the deſyres thereof. 
After that he deſcended downe to 
the erthe, and hadde ſpꝛedde a⸗ 


bꝛode the fyze of charitie, wynter 


paſled away, and thele kreſhe flo⸗ 
wers ſpꝛouted vp euerp where in 
our countrepe. Bowe ſcarſe was 
virginitie befoze * But after that 
Chulſtehad ones conſecrate vir- 
ginitie, howe many thouſandes 
of pong men and women lp:zang 
bp lodaynly through out all the 

wozlde, 


* hartis with v hete his — 
ad 


Ihe compariſon of | 
woꝛlde, whiche wyllyngly gate. 
them ſelfes to pure chaſtitie foz 
the kyngdom of god? After that 
he, ſuffringe dethe on the croſſe, 
hadde taughte, that they were 
bery happye, that wolde dye foz 
goddis ſake, howe many ſwar⸗ 
mes of men women came fozth, 
that wyllyngelp pea and gladly 
ſuffered deathe fo2 the gloꝛpe of 
Chꝛiſte: Doutleſſe foꝛ this cauſe 
it ig. that your ſpouſe glozieth in 
the Cantycles, where heſaythe 
thus, Ryſe vp, haaſte you my ſvyere 
love and my fayre dooue, and come. For 
novve vvynter is paſte, the ſhoure is 
goone, oure grounde is couered vvith 
freſſ be f loures. 

Howe barrayne ſhoulde our 
erth haue ben, if he the ſame he⸗ 
uenly ſonne had not kendled our 
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ik he had not watred our mindes 
with the ſhowze of his grace: 
But what flouriſheth fayꝛer then 
the Euangelicall beer? what is 
moꝛe plentyfulle? what is moze 
louely: The roſis ruddy hewe as 
bydeth not longe, the beautie of 
the lilye fadeth ſoone, wheron a 
certapne Pagane wziteth thus: 

Neyther ſmallage is lpuely, 

Non pet the ſhozte Lylte, 
But thoſe frelſhe flowers, with 
which the Churche is plentikul⸗ 
I!; kurnyſhed, do neuer wyther a⸗ 
wap. Foz Chziſte is the immoꝛtal 
Iylie, c gyueth tmmoztall grace 
to his lylyes . He is the Roſe im- 
monsꝛtall, whoſe freſſhe and fay:e 
colour dothe neuer fade, and the 
ſame perpetuitie he gyueth vnto 
his. He is called Flos campi, that is 
the flower ol the — or 

- | of | 
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parent. oho ſo euer couple them 


The compariſon of 
the Jewes. Fieldes be apte and 
mete fo: tillage. Amonge the Je⸗ 
wes he was dyed with his owne 
pꝛecious bloude, the whiche Je⸗ 
wes Mopſes and other pꝛophet⸗ 
tes dydde care and tylle, vet they 
coude neuer cauſe them to bzyng 
fo:th ſuche fruttes as they loked 
koʒe. He was the lylie of; the Mal⸗ 
leis amonge the thoꝛny and vn- 
tylled gentiles, to whom it is per 
ſwaded, that he became man, and 
was bozne of the Uirgin Marie 
without ſpotte of ſunne. Surelp 
he was the euangelicall lilie, that 
god the father ſo clothed, as ne⸗ 
uer Salomon was arrayed tn al 
his great glozy. Foz why, neither 
Salomon , no2 pet none other, 
was euer bozne of a pure virgin, 
dekyled with no ſpotte of the fyꝛſt 


ſelke 


& 
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3 Virgyn and Martyr, 
ſelfe by feyth to this lille, bycaule 
they are made one kleſhe and one 
ſpirite with hym, they are pour⸗ 
ged from kylthy lynnes, they re⸗ 
cepue the layꝛe white garment of 
innocency, and be alſo made Ly- 
lies. Fo: ſo in the ſame place fo- 
lowynge ſaythe the ſpowſe, that 
naineth hym ſelfalilie: Lyke as 
the lylie is amonge thoznes, ſo ts 


my loue amonge the doughters.. 


what thyng els is the lily amoge 
thoznes ? but a virgyne amonge 
wyues. 

CE] Matrymonpe is an honeſte 
thynge, but it is beſette aboute 
with bzters and thoꝛnes. Foz ſu⸗ 


che as be maried, ſapthe Paule, . Cor. 7. 


ſhall haue trybulacyons of the 
kleſhe. If any man doubte, whe- 
ther matrimonpe haue thoznes, 
lette hym enquere ot maried wo⸗ 

men 


— 


Caur. 2. 


{ © oe — ** —.— 


The eompariſon of 
men, what greate grefes ſhe en- 
dureth, that hath to her hul bãde 
a frowarde felowe, a dzunkarde, 
a dycer, an aduoutrer, a waſter, 
what dyſpleſurcs growe of kinl⸗ 
folke, and what of wycked chyl⸗ 
D2C, and than (if he thinke it beſt) 
lette hym denyea virgyn to be a 
lylie amonge thoznes: A virgyn 
being free from the cares of this 
wozlde, myndeth thoſe thynges 
that perteyne to our lozde, howe 
che maye pleaſe hym: Shethat 
is maried, as it were hyther and 
thyther haled and plucked with 
dyuers and londzy cares, ſetteth 
her mynde on many thynges. 
Surely all they that haue taken 
on theym to kolowe Chziſte, are 
Ivlies, but ſpectally virgyns . A⸗ 
monge them he the marueylous 
ſpouſe fedeth and taketh his de⸗ 


Ivte, 
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Iyte. whyche is not entertepned 


with euery body. He ts my deere nt. 2. 


deripng and Jhis, which fedeth 
amonge the lilies, vntyil the day 
bꝛeake, and tyll the ſhadowes be 
gone. Suche flowers he gathe- 
reth, that he may make of them 
a gatlande that neuer wythereth 
a wap in heuen: lyke as it is ſaid 


in an nother place: My loue is cn. , 


goone downe into his gardeyne. 
vnto the lwete ſmellinge beddes, 
that he map refreſſhe him lelfe in 


the gardayns, and gather lilies, 


(Trewely of thoſe lylies ſpeaketh 


the wyſe man ſayenge, Floziſſhe Tecl. 3. 


pou flowers as doth the lilie, and 
gyue ſweete ſauour, and ſp:edde 
out your bowes in grace, ſinge a 
ſonge of pꝛapſe, and bleſſe port 
oute lozde in his wozkes. The 
lpoule beynge a vyrgyn, _ 
et 


2 


Apoc.! +, 


The compariſon of 
teth in virgins ſonges. This is 
the newe ſonge, that the Syna- 
goge knewe not, in the which ſhe 
was curſed, that b:ought fozthe 
no children , But there are in the 
goſpell innumerable, that ſpnge 
a newe longe, whiche were rede⸗ 
med krom the erthe, and called in 
to the felowhyp of aungels, by⸗ 
cauſe that they neyther mary noꝛ 
defyle theym ſelke with women, 
but folowe the lambe, whither lo 
eucrhegotye, and are withoute 
ſpotte befoze the throne of god. 
There be many withoute ſpot in 
the ſyghte of men, but happy are 
they that appere ſuche befoze the 
throne of god: Happye are they, 
which to the laude of they: newe 

ſpouſe, doo ſpnge a newe longe, 
inwardly retoyſyng,and to them 
ſelfe demeanyng great _—_— 

al 
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that they being pure and chaſte, 
do ſinge pure and cleane balades 
in honour of their pure and clene 
ſpowſe. And okte tymes pour 
quier to their ſpouſe ſingeth this 
melodious ſonge: 

O IESV the Crowne of vpꝛz⸗ 

gins, whom ſhe thy mother con⸗ 

ceyued, whiche alone a virgyne 

dyd beare, accept o moſte mekeſt 

thele out vowes. 

¶ © what greatte purytte is in 
this virgin, he the pꝛince of vir⸗ 

gins, and ſpowle and crowne of 
virgins, was coceyued of the he⸗ 
uenly ſpirite, and bozne of a vyꝛ⸗ 
gin, the glozious beautie of vyz⸗ 
gynite not bꝛoken. Ok wpues the 
hul bonde is the gloꝛp, but of vir 
gins Chꝛyſte is the gloꝛype: The 
whiche dothe fede among lilyes, 

compalled aboute —_ a” 
| 0 
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The compariion of 
of 8 hyghtynge and ad⸗ 
ournynge his ſpoboſes with glo⸗ 
rie, and peldynge to them rewar⸗ 
des. Your ſpowle is a ſheparde, 
which gaue his life fo: his ſhepe. 
and is pet ſtylle carcfulle fo: his 
flocke, Foz daily he laueth them, 
dayly he calleth theym hoome a⸗ 
geyne that ſtraye abꝛode, dayely 
hecureth, and dayely he feedeth 
thepm . He bathe allo his delec⸗ 
tations, in whiche he taketh ple- 
lure, he hathe his neerefelowes, 
whore he calleth hul bandes, he 
hath his plapfeeres yonge map⸗ 
dens, whome he calleth wyues. 

In ſpiritual thynges there is no 
difference of leres, but they are 
named and called after theyz age 
and merites. Chꝛiſt hath but one 
ſpouſe, whiche is the churche, ſhe 
hath many to accompanpe her, x 
every 
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euery one ot them mape be called 
a ſpouſe, The ſpouſe ſelfe is but 
one, and yet hath he ſomme, that 
he derely loueth, to whom he cõ⸗ 


mytteth his wyues, ſoo that they 


alſo in maner may be called huſ- 
bandes. Fo2 if byſhoppes mowe 
rightoully be called ſhepherdes, 
ſythe there is but one ſhepeherde 
our loꝛde Jeſus, what ſhall than 
lette them to be called hul bãdes. 
The wyues of this wozlde, are 
ſtately and pꝛoude of the gyftes 
and dignitie of their hulbandes, 
they ſhewe and booſte their gaye 
garmentes and freiſhe araye, foz 
ſuch as haue no hul bandes ſeme 
as perſones fozſaken and deſty⸗ 
tute. But the ſpowſe Jeſus, foz 
the deſpiled oꝛnamentes of this 
wolde, doth gaily hight and ad⸗ 
oürne his ſpowſes with dowe- 

Beli. ries 
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ries of the ſowle:foꝛ the glozte of 
the kleſhe, whiche lo loone vany⸗ 
ſheth away, he gyueth them im⸗ 
moztall gloꝛie. Trewely to thole 
ſpoules, whiche folowpnge the 
example of the high ſhepeherde, 
and lyke valyant chainppons in 
defence ok his flacke, doo not re⸗ 
fuſe to dye, he gyucth rewardes. 
what rewardes? not a garlande 
of oken leaueg, oz of laurell, not 
an image, oꝛ a title, oz ſome other 
lyke rewarde, that the wozlde 
foz dedes wozthily done is wont 
to gyue in recompente: but a gar 
lande cucrmoze freſhe and flou⸗ 
rylſhynge in heuen, and a name 
wꝛyten in the booke of Iyfe, that 
neuer ſhall be blotted out by noo 
age. This delitious and pleſant 
ſpouſe, delyteth moſt ſpecially in 
this company, which foz all that, 
lotheth 


2 Virgin and Martyr, If 
lotheth no wel diſpoſed perſon, be 
he neuer ſo pooꝛe. 
¶ There foloweth in the foꝛſaid 
hymne. Vohyther ſoo euer thou 
goeſt, virgins do folo we the, and 
with laudes ſyngynge runne ſtyl 
after the, and with they ſweete 
ſonges make pleaſant noyle. Cõ⸗ 
cernyng the faſhion ok the woꝛld 
it is an vncomely thinge, to fee a 
birgyn wyllyngely rounne after 
her ſpowſe. But it were a fowler 
ſyght, to ſee many virgins folow 
one ſpouſe. In thingis touching 
the ſoule, it is otherwiſe, foꝛ there 
is nothyng moe goodly then to 
ſe many many virgins, that nere 

accompany one ſpouſe Jeft. Noz 
it is noo meruaple, if thep runne 

afterhym, as they were woode, 
fo: lone of their ſpouſe. Foz he al⸗ 
lurethe theym to hym by lecrete 

B. iii. intyce⸗ 
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' Cant, I. 


The compariſon of 


intycementes, whoſe louelpneſſe 


paſſeth all humayne loue. He is 
the fepꝛeſt among the childꝛen of 
men, f lowynge kull of grace are 
his lyppes, the whole vyſage to 
beholde angels eſteme moſt high 
kelycytie. Ye bꝛeatheth with his 

ſwete ſmellyng ſauoꝛs en whom 
he wolie, and they on whome he 
breatheth ſap: Drawe me after 
the, and we ſhall renne in the o⸗ 
Dour of thy ſwete ſmelling oynt⸗ 
mentes. They can not renne, ex⸗ 
cepte they be dꝛawen: they canne 
not loue, excepte they be fyꝛſte lo⸗ 
ued: And they that be alredy dꝛa⸗ 
wen, delyze to be moꝛe plentiful- 
ly dꝛawen: they that rune, couet 
to rũne ſo faſt, that they may ap⸗ 
pꝛoche pet moe nere to hym that 
they loue. Trewely they felte and 


perceyued his Iyppes to Flowe 


fülle 
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full of grace, the whiche lape: O loan. s. 


loꝛde whither ſhall we goo? thon 
haſte the woꝛdes of euerlaſtynge 
ly fe. Al they that ꝓfeſſe the name 
of Chꝛiſte, folowe they: ſheparde 
Jeſus : but they al onely his bn- 
ſeperable feres, do folowe why⸗ 
ther lo euer he woll goo : they ko⸗ 
low hym euen to the very beatin⸗ 
ges, they folowe him euen to the 

very perſecution. 

¶ Our loꝛde Jeſus, what tyme 
he was in this wozld, ofte tynies 

ledde after hym greate and huge 

multitudes ok al ſoztis of people: 

but whan he ſhulde go to Hieru⸗ 

lalem to be ſlayn, fewe dyd acco- 

panye hym, but pet fewer, whan 

he bearynge his Croſle, went to⸗ 

warde the Mount of Caluerep. 

But they which be the very lelo⸗ 

wes of the ſpouſe, whiche be true 

B. iti. Vvir⸗ 
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The compariſon of 
virgins, coude not at this pdynt 
be plucked froine thcpz ſpowſe. 
When he hynge bpon the crolle, 
Peter, whiche was thoughte to 
haue à wyke, coulde no where be 
founde, but the vyrgyns , Mary 
the mother of Jeſu and John, a⸗ 
bode faſte by the croſſe, the other 
women ſtoode afarre of, and be⸗ 
helde what was doone. They fo⸗ 
low then, ye and that gladly and 
wpllyngly: noꝛz they folowe hym 
not as dumme perſons, but iyn- 
gynge balades , and makynge 
ſwete melody. 

¶ They that be mennes wyues 
haue no leyſure to be in the dan⸗ 
ces, they haue no leyſure, no ma⸗ 
ny tymes they haue noo luſte to 
ſynge: they muſte pleaſe they? 
hul bandes, they muſt chyde and 
hzaule with thepz maides and ler 
nantes 


a Virgin and Martyr. 
uantes, a chaſtiſe they? childzen. 
Our virgins, being free from all 
care and chought of this wozlde, 
do nothynge els, but in ſpiritual 
quiers, ſpnge ſwete hymmes to 
they: ſpouſe.Foꝛ they aſcribe no⸗ 
thynge to them ſelfe, but gyue al 
the glozy of theyz felicitie to him, 
to whom onely they owe al thyn⸗ 
ges. He this louer deliteth in ſu- 
che maner ſonges, he wol, he wol 
his gyftes to be ſonge: he hateth 
the pharileis longts, J faſt twiſe 
in the Saboth, J gyue the. x. of 
mp goodes to the poze, J am not 
as other men be. The moꝛe chaſt 
that a birgin is, the moꝛe ſhame⸗ 
faſte ſhe is. Here the voyce of a 
very virgin: Beholde the hand⸗ 
mapde of our lozde. And he hath 
ſene the humilitie of his hande⸗ 
mayde. In the cantycles he cal⸗ 
B. b. my 


Luc. 
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The compariſon of 
leth his ſpouſe a douue. Be deſi- 
rethe to beholde her ſhappe, and 
coueteth to here her voyce: Tome 
ſayth he, my douue out of the ca- 
ues of the rockes, out of the ho⸗ 
les of the walle : O lette me ſee 
thy vyſage, and here thy voyce, 
fo: ſwete is thy voyce, and fay:e 
is thy face. The loule hath his 
face. The face is moſte ſpecially 
eſtemed and iudged by the eies: 
with the cies we ſhewe & declare 


our intet:alſo with the cies with 


out voyce we lignifie the inward 
affections of our myndes. The 
eie of a byꝛgin is ſpmple, ſhe en⸗ 
uyeth not, ſhelpeth not in awayt 
to diſcepue, ſhe ſuſpectethe none 
yuell, ſhe myndeth not yll . The 
face of ſuche oone delytethe the 


cin, ([pouſe, which a lyttell after ſayth 


thus: * fape arte thou my 
loue, 


a Virgin and Martyr. 14 
loue, howe fapze art thou: Thou 
haſte douues cies: 

C Here ſome wyll ſaye , What 
ſwetenes is inthe complapnyng 
and mourning voyce of a douue, 
to delyte and pleaſe a man with ? 
The nyghtyngales voyce ſhulde 
rather be called to this parable 
. and ſimilitude. The rare and ve⸗ 
hemente loue maketh contynu- 
alle complayntes, but yet plea⸗ 
ſant and moſte acceptable to the 
ſpouſe. Here a lamentyng douue: 
I delpꝛe to be lowled, and to be 
with Chatſt; And ageyne: O wꝛet 
ched man that J am, who ſhall 


delyuer me from the body gf this 


deathe? Harken what an other 
douue ſaythe, Wo is me, that J 
d wel ſo long in this wozld. And, 
By the waters of Babylen we 


(ate downe and wepte, whan we 


eement- 


Phil. 1. 
Rom. 7. 


Pſaltt9... 
Pſdl. 136. 


The compariſon of 
remembzed the Syon, 
¶ Thele lamentable voices and 
ful of ſighynges, are molt accep⸗ 
table in the cares of the ſpoule, 
in ſuch maner ol longes he moch 
delyteth. 

¶ And bycauſe they ſayd, O mer 
cyfull lozde accepte our vowes, it 
is tyme, that they nowe expꝛelle 
and declare, what they wold op⸗ 
teyn of theyꝛ ſpouſe: Js it richel⸗ 


ſes, is it honours, is it pleaſures, 


is it a kyngdome, is it long lpfe? 
Fo: thoſe thiuges care haue they 
none, fo: vehemẽt loue of their 
ſpouſe hath vtterly bzoughte the 


- todelpiſe thoſe thinges. What is 


it than e we pꝛaye the, cncreace 
our myndes pet moe largely, 4 
graunt, that we mo we vtterlp be 
ignoꝛant of all coxruption, They 
ali — howe great a —_ 

r 


2 Virgyn and Martyr, 15 
vyrgynttie is, that is, A cleane 
mynde in a bodye bncozrupte, 
They alſo aknowlege, that what 
ſo euer he hath gyuen theym, he 
wol vouchſafe to encreace it and 
to heape benekyte vpon benefyte, 
Noo vyrapyn is loo pure, whi⸗ 
che hath not, wherby (he may yet 
pꝛokite. Foz you ſhall ſcaſely find 
any virgin, whiche to thende the 
body maye be vndefyled, offen= 
deth not otherwhile in thought. 
Noꝛ trewe virginitie reſteth not 
only in the gyft ok chaſtitie, but 
all vyce of the mynde is the coꝛ; 
ruption of this virginitie. Who 
ſoo euer ſwarueth from the true 
feyth catholyke, his virginitie is 
dekiled. Ok this pureneſſe ſpea⸗ 


keth Paule, wzitynge to the Co- . Cor. ir. 
rinthees: I haue maried vou vn 
to one man, to bꝛing a chaſte vir⸗ 


gine 


The compariſon of 
, gtne vnto Chailte: But J feare, 
" leſte as the ſerpente begiled Eue 
with his wylyneſſe, euen ſo your 
" wyttes ſhulde be coztupted from 
the ſimplenes, which is in Chult 
" Jeſu. 

"Ca byrgin defylcd with enuye. 
backbityng, arrogancie, is woũ⸗ 
ded with cozruption: Therfoze 
they pꝛay, that they: moſt muni⸗ 
ficent ſpouſe woll vouchelafe to 
augment the gyftes that he hath 
gyuen theym, and that he wolle 

graunte them to be vtterly ig 

nozaunt of all woundes of co2- 
ruption. why ſaye they vtterly - 

That is nother in mynde 102 in 

body. what is to ſay of all - what 

ſoo euer the humapne affection 

doth moue and ſtyze vs to. This 

vowe oꝛ requelt might ſeme vn- 

tcaſonable , ne were it that the 

ſpoule 


2 Vir gyn and Martyr, 16 
ſpowſe is aimpghty, and meolte 
faythfull ofhis pzomyſe. He wol 
not that his (hal be only lyke vn⸗ 
to hym, but alſo he woll them to 
be the ſelfe ſame. But let vs ad⸗ 
mytte, that no manne in this lyke 
can attetne to that, that the quier 
of vyꝛgins dothe deſpze, vet the 
requeſt of this moſte thankefull 


quite ſhall not be made tn vayn. 


Foz that that they here thꝛoughe 
fauour ot their ſpowſe are inind- 
fulle of, ſhall inthe reſurrection 
chance them fully thꝛough thep: 
ſpouſes augmentynge. 

There are degrees in the Chur- 
che milytant, and (oo there be in 
the churche triumphant. J wote 
not whether J haue taryed you 


longer than 5 ſhuldehaue done 


in declarynge this hymne: Truly 
I repent me not ſyth it is _ 
mz 
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Tie compariſon of 
Ambꝛoſes. Foz beſyde all other 
argumentis, the wozd of thꝛe ſyl⸗ 
lables in the ende of euerp dime- 
ter, ſheweth who is the authour. 
wherin J ſuppoſe that man had 
not ſo moche pleaſure in the con⸗ 
cent ot the meter, as he delyted in 
the ſymbole of of the holye Tri⸗ 
nitie. The churche the ſpouſe of 
Chaiſte hath many hymnes, but 


F wote nat whether there be any 


that ſing with moze toy and glad 
nes of al perſons, than they, whi⸗ 
che telebꝛate the ſpouſe in the vi⸗ 
ctozies of Martirs, oz triumphes 
of virgins, 

¶ But nowe to retourte againe 
to thoſe two flowers, farre pal⸗ 
ſpnge all other moſt fragant, the 
Role and the Lilie. Lyke as the 
deathe of Chꝛiſte with his [wete 
odour dꝛew many to the contept 
and 


a Virgyn and Martyr. 17 
and deſpyſynge of this lyfe: ſoo 
the virginitic of Chziſte allured 
many a one to the loue of chaſtt- 
tie. They that ar dꝛawen of him, 
beinge no we theym lelues made 
flowers, haue drawen other, 
Chꝛiſte ſayde to Peter: Folowe 
me. Hove manpe haue folowc5 
Peter: Who denpeth, but that we 
be moche bounde to the holy doc⸗ 
tours, the whiche (cucry thynge 
beynge in peace and reſte) haue 
taught vs the way of our lo2de x 
But how many mo hath the fra- 
graunt ſwetenes ofthe martyzs, 
dꝛawen to the pꝛokeſſyon of the 
goſpell* Vea howe many mo the 
example of virgins! Itis agtet 
thynge, boldely and connyngely 
to diſpute of the goſpelle: But 
the greatteſt poynte is, gladly to 
dye fo; the golpell. It is a great 

CG thynge 


Ican, 21, 
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The compariion of 
thynge, to deſpiſe and ſet nought 
by the glozwe and ryches of this 
voxde,butitis farre greatter to 
tno2tifte and lee the tlcſhe with 
the coucupiſcencis thereok. Ind 
the churche knoweth to whome 
ſhe is bound e. The churche (next 
Chuſt / hath had none in moꝛe ho 
nour, than they, which wyllyng⸗ 
iv and gladly offred theyz bodies 
to be cradclip turmented, fo; the 
glozie of their ſpouſe, and foꝛ ſa⸗ 
uation of the flocke, koꝛ the whi⸗ 
che he hym ſelfe vouchciafed to 
dye. They ſecondarily were had 
in hondur, whiche wyllpngly fo2 
the kyngdome of god gaue them 
ſelfe holip to lyue chaſte. what a 
great ioye and gladnes was it to 
all the Churche, whan a marty? 
conſtautly ſuffred dethe foꝛ Chzi⸗ 
Nis ſake? Ind howe great ſoꝛow 
and 
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a Virgyn and Martyr, 198 


and lamentation, if any ſhꝛanke 
backe. Agayne, Powe greattelp 
dyd the churche treioyce, i a vir- 
gin, that myght haue bc maried 
to a man, wold rather put on the 
holy vaile ot chaſtite, and couple 
her lelte to her ſpowſe Chꝛyſte! 
And 1 ſozowe was tiere 
made, if any ſuche dydde cate of 
her vayle, and wolde be marped 
to a man?: Undoubted the lolle of 
a thynge, that is moſt dere, is ve⸗ 
ry greuous. with what feruente 
loue dydde chziſten men in tyme 
paſte runne to the aſhes of Mar⸗ 
ty2s { Yobe holy was the memo⸗ 
ticof them amonge all chꝛyſten 
men, whan dayip olde men pong 
men, honeſt matrones, and vir⸗ 
gtns,tunne thycke and thꝛekolde 
to the p2plones, as it were vnto 
places conſecrate to god: whan 

C. ii. they 


The compariſon of 
they wold kys the chepnes, with 
whiche they were bounde: whan 
the lwerde, with which they were 
martered, was relerued and kept 
amongc the holy relpkes: What 
memoꝛie is moze iopfull, & moze 
hye and holy to the churche, than 
of Martpzꝛs: Whan do menne 
ſynge with greatter gladneſſe, 
than in their perelp feaſtis? The 
whole afflictions and peynes the 
churche calleth vpctozyes, they? 
turmentes triumphes, thepz dea- 
thes byzthes : noz in thep2 cele⸗ 
bꝛatiõs is no maner mournyng, 
but all chynges full of iope, fulle 
of gratulation, full of. pzeyſing, 
full of myꝛth and ſpoꝛte. Noz the 
cloquence of excellent lerned inẽ 
hath ben moe ſhewed oz ſet fozth 
in any argument, than in celebꝛa 
ting the laude and pzayle of mar 
92S 


2 Virgin and Martyrs 19 
tyꝛs and virgins. Herein Pꝛudẽ⸗ 
tius, in the kynd of verſes called 
Liricum carmen, exceded the greate 
ecloquece of Pindarus, he paſſed 
the elegancy of Yozace,not poſſi⸗ 
ſyble to be folowed. Berein the 
trumpe bothe of the grekes and 

latyns, ſoundeth out J wote not 
what farre greatter and moze di⸗ 
nine than verſcherotcal. In this 
argumente, Chꝛyloſtomus, Cy- 
p:tanus , Imbzolius, Mieronp⸗ 
mus, and many mo then can be 
nombzed, ercell Ciceros aboun- 
daunt and flowynge ſtyle. What 
thynge maye we contecte to be 
the cauſe? Truly the magnitude 
of the martyꝛs dyd miniſter abũ⸗ 
dãce of eloquence, the feructnes 
of they2 myndes added ſtrengthe 
to theyʒ woꝛdes, and deuotion a⸗ 
lacritie. Of what matter ſo ener 
C. iii. they 


The compariſon of | 
they Waite, zthey: ſtyle is plentiful 

and flowyng, But as oft as they 
take in hande to endyte of mar⸗ 
tyꝛs and virgins, now as it were 
by diuine inſpiration, they ſowne 
out, ] wote not what thing karre 
pallynge mans capacitie. Thoſe 


thynges are not doone by mans 


ſtudye, but they are bꝛoughte to 
paſſe bp inſpiration of the holye 
goſte, the whiche woll his ſayn- 
ctes to be ſo gloꝛified, in the whi⸗ 
che he deſyrouſly gothe about to 
be ſeen moſt gloꝛious. We wold 
graunt thoſethynges to be done 


by man, ne were it that god ( whi⸗ 


che inſpireth the mindes of good 
men) doth oꝛnate the monumen- 
tes of martyꝛs and virgins with 
ſo manifold myꝛacles.Foꝛ where 
Are wycked lpirptes mo2e tour- 
mented ? where are moo cured of 
Are⸗ 


a Vir gin and Martyr, e2 


greuous ſycknelles and dileaſcs 


that no phiſitions coude heale - 

What emperout, what kynge is 
he, with lettynge vp of any una- 
ges, titles, ſteples, churches, col⸗ 
legis, commandyng diuine woꝛ⸗ 
ſhyppes, dyd opteyne ſo greatte 
honour ye in this wozld*Doubt- 
leſſe thus god dothe honour his 
martyꝛs, the whiche ſemed here 
pooꝛe abiectes and wzetched cay 
tyues. Thus he honourethe his 
vyrgyns, the whiche beynge as 
deed to the wozlde, ſette ſurely al 
they: holle hope in thepz ſpowle 


Jeſu, And they alſo aknowlege, 


that what ſo euer they haue, co⸗ 
meth all of the Iyberall gyfte of 
they ſpouſe , But the gloꝛve of 
marty:s doth not lyghtly glyttcr 
and ſhyne but after the deathe : 
where as virginitie euen in this 
C. iii. like 


The compariſon of 
Ivfcis ful gay and glozious , Foz 
who ts lo barbarous, that wyll 
not fauour a virgin? In the very 
myddes of the ruffelynge war- 
res the fierce and cruell ennemy 
fo2bcarcth virginitie . And ik we 
belene hiſtozies, the dumme bea⸗ 
ſtis, ve the hugeſt, the wyldeſt, a 
molt cruell ot them all, beare re⸗ 
uerence vnto vyrgpnit: e. Howe 
greatly dydde the Romaynes in 
olde tyme honour the relygious 
virgyns, called virgines veſtales ? 
what a naturall woꝛſhyppe and 
alozie of birginitie is that, whiz 
che ydolaters do aknowlege, wht 
che the barbarous ennemp dothe 

reuerence, which lhe dumme bea⸗ 
ſtis doo percepue, and to whiche 
the wylde beaſtis obeye? Ff ſoo 
great honour be done to the vyr- 

Ains of this wozlde, howe moche 

| moze 


2 Virgin and Martyr, 21 
moe honoꝛable is the virgin of 
Chzaiiſte : O good vyrgyne, take 
on the this holy pꝛide, and repute 
what ſo euer pleaſures oz honoꝛs 
this woꝛld bzaggeth of, to be far 
vnder thy dignitie. It is a holye 
thyng to pꝛide in pour ſpowle, æ 
a deuout thyng to glozie in him, 
to whome you owe all thynges. 
It is alſo a ſure thynge, truſting 
faythfully in hym, to riſe and re⸗ 
belle agaynſt the wozlde, whiche 
bꝛaggyngly ſhewethe koꝛthe his 
delectable pleaſures. My mynd 
ts not at this tyme to wꝛite, what 
ſo euer may be ſayde in the laude 
and pꝛaiſe of martizs oz virgins. 
Tou haue the bokes of Cypꝛian, 
vou haue the bokes of Ambzole, 
of Tertullian and Hierome, of 
which the two laſt, were wel nere 
bouermoch in admiration of vir⸗ 

C. v. ginitie. 
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The compariſon of 
ginitie. Fo: the excellency of vir- 
ginttie wolde not ſoo be extolled, 
that the pꝛeyle therof ſhoulde be 
an iniurie to chaſte matrimonie. 
I recyte thoſe thinges moſte no⸗ 
ble vyꝛgins fo? this intente, that 
pou mae percepue hobbe happy 
and fo:tunate pour College is, 
the whole chaunce is to pollclle 
Lothe thoſe thynges, whiche ſhe 
the rich ſpouſe of Chailt the chur- 
che holdeth moſte ſpeciall in this 
wozlde, Foꝛ pou haue in kepyng 
thoſe mooſte fragrant and ſwete 
coſeg, of the. bit. bꝛethern of the 
Machabces , and of they: mo⸗ 
ther, v whoſe fecunditie bzought 
fozth no childꝛen to her Huſband 
but to god, ſhe koꝛtunately redou 
bed p loſſe of her virginitie, with 
— marty2dome of fo many ſon⸗ 

32S Vyzgyns, She being a virgin 
b:ought 


a Virgin and Martyr. 


bꝛought fozth no frute,foz 5 of al 


women was gius but to one, but 


pet ſhe bꝛought foꝛthe bothe vir- 
gins and martits. Ok her ſelf ſhe 
coude gyue none example ok vir⸗ 
ginitie, but the perfourmed and 
dyd as moch as laye in her to do. 
She taughte her chyldzen to be 
virgins, ſhe exhoꝛted the to mar- 
tyꝛdome, and wolde haue luffred 
martyꝛdome befoze theym, laue 
that ſhe feared their conſtancye, 
by realon of their tender pouthe. 
And ſoo the glozie of vyzginitie 
chanced not to the mother alpke 
with the chyldern, but touchyng 
the martyꝛdome, the laude ok the 
mother is loo moche the moe, in 
that ſhe beholdynge the cruelle 
turmentes, ſuffred in eche of her 
Iyttel chyldꝛen, what ſoo euer the 
cruell tourmentours coude do be 
the 


The compariſon of 
the bodies of them. This is moꝛe 
ſtronger, then by turmentyng at | 
ones to be rydde from all peyne. | 
Foz the parctes are moꝛe cruelly 
tourmented in the perſecutynge 
of their chylderne than in theym 
ſelfe. Ind that knowethe ryghte 
well the wptty crueltie of tyꝛan⸗ 
tes, which wꝛeſte out by turmen- 
tyng of the chyldꝛen in theyꝛ pa⸗ 
rentes ſighte, that they coude by 
no maner of turmentes gette of 
the parentes. Bowe oft ſawe ſhe 
beyngea woman and a mother, 
her owne fleſhe and bowels toꝛrẽ 
and rente to pieces - where was 
nowe the feble freiltie of p kynd⸗ 
where was the tender loue and 
pitie that is wont to be moze ve⸗ 
hement in mothers then in men? 
Surely her deuout affection to 
god warde, ouercame al humain 
| pitie, 


a Virgyn and Martyr, 23 6 
pitie, and her feruent feythe ouer i 
came the feblenes of womanhed. if 
All haple mooſte happy virago, 
whiche haſte gpuen exaumple of oO 
foꝛtitude to all menne. All hayle "i 
moſte fayꝛe lyttell floures of the EX 
churche, whiche as rype delyca- Wo 
cyes befoze your tyme, pou haue | 
pꝛeuented the ſpꝛinge tyde of the 
goſpell, and haue made a ſhewe i 
of euangelycal vertue,befoze the | 
goſpell was ſhewed oz knowen | 
to the wozlde , Fo? as yet this | 
voyce of hym, which being a vir } 
gin, is bozne ot a virgin, was not 1 
harde, Bleſſed be they, that haue t. 15. 
ayuen them ſelfe to lpue in cha- 
ſtitie koꝛ the kpngedome of god, 
And pet the ſame pꝛayſe you by 
pꝛeuention haue opteyned afo:e 
hande. No2 this was not as yet Mat. 16. 
harde, who lo wil be my _— Mateo, 

| et 


The compariſon of 
lette hym take vp his croſſe and 
folowe me, but you as foze run⸗ 
ners, dydde adumbzate Chziſtis 
paſſion. And nowe pour ſowles 
in heuen doo kolowe the lambe, 
whither lo euer he goeth: But as 
fo2 your vndefiled bodies (whiz 
che were partners of your tour⸗ 
mentes and peynes, ſo in tyme to 
come vou ſhall recepue theym to 
the felowſhyp of euerlaſtyng fe- 
licitie) there was noo place moze 
comely no2 moze conuentente to 
kepe them in, than in a holy col- 
lege of virgins. | 

¶ Nowe to you good vy:avns, 
that be the kepers of this lo gret 
à treaſure, my woꝛdes do theym 
adꝛeſſe. You haue in theſe ponge 
childzen both an example of cha⸗ 
ſtite, which you ought tofolow,x 
a crowne of martyzdome , that 
vou 
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a Virgyn and Martyr. 2+ 
von ſhoulde extolle, glozyfienge 
pour ſpouſe, which ſtroue tn the, 
whiche in them gote the victozie, 
whiche in them dothe triumphe. 
He hath in oneſelf baſket Lylies 
myngled with roſes. The bꝛyght 
beautie of the tone ſtryueth with 
the tother, noꝛ yet the tone is not 
dul ked oz defaced of the tother: 
but 5 tone by rcaſon the tother is 
with him, dothÿ moze gaily glit⸗ 
ter and ſhyne, lpyke as whan yuo- 
ry( as one ſayd) is myngled with 
purpull, oꝛ whan a ſhynyng pꝛe⸗ 
cyous ſtone is ſet in yolow gold. 
The ſtryfe ts lo doubtekull, whe⸗ 
ther is moꝛe gloztous a martir 02 


a virgin, that if the matter ſhuld 


be called in contention, J dare 
not boldly ſay, whiche of theym 
ſhoulde be pꝛeferted the tone be⸗ 
foze the tother. Bothe the tone 


and 


The compariſon of 
and the tother are conſecrate in 
Chatilt : but pet we ar moe botide 
to his croſſe and paſſton, than to 
His virginite. He gtueth to them 
the honozable title of bleſſednes, 
whiche fo2 the kyngdome of god 
gyuye them ſelfe to lyue in chaſti- 


tie: but pet he tequirethe the fko⸗ 


lowynge of the croſſe. It ſemeth 
a greatter thyng, that whã he re⸗ 
quireth it not, vet it maketh him 
bleſſed, that wyllyngly wyll per⸗ 
kourme it. And in the tyme of per 
ſecution it is a right gret thinge, 
fo: the gloꝛye of god to haue the 
mynde al wey pꝛompte and redy 
to ſuffre all kyndes of deathes. 


But tymes haue like as the See. 


hath, his tranquillities and qui⸗ 
ete caumes. And other while one 
mayelefully eſcape the perſecu⸗ 
ters handes , But it one be dꝛy⸗ 
nen 
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2 Virgyn and Martyr. 25 
uen to the laſt extremitie, the dea 
the ofthe body is the ende of gre⸗ 
uous tourmentes, and the begin 
nynge of felicitie. A virgin hath 
a longe and a parpetuall iryfe 
with her houſholde ennemte, the 
whiche ſhe can neyther laufullye 
lee, no2 eſcape by flyghte. This 
houlholde fooe is the fleſhe, the 
whiche whether we woll oz woll 
not, we muſte carie about, nowe 
and then rebellynge agaynſt the 
ſpitite. Ind that it ſhal not ſeme 
eaſpe to any man to ſubdue this 
ennemie, we haue redde of thole 
that were ouercome with wan⸗ 
ton entycementes of the fleſſhe, 
the whiche coude not be vanqup⸗ 
ſhed with the verye terrour and 
dꝛede of dethe. 
¶ Mytherto our collation hathe 
pondered, whether ok thole two 

D chulde 
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The compariſon of 
chulde be moze ſtronger: but me 
ſemeth that virginitie in this, is 
p happier, that(as J by occaſyon 
ſayde afoze) the floure of martir- 
dome, doth not freſhely ſprede c 
kloziſhe, but after deathe: where 
as virginitte hathe her bzyghte 
beautie, her fay:e fragrancy, her 
grace and dignitie in this wozld. 
Virgynptie is the flower of the 
ſowle and mynde, but in the vy⸗ 
lage, in the eyes, and in all the 
holle ſtate of the body, there ſhy⸗ 
neth a certapne angelicall pure- 
neſſe, and a flouryſſhynge clere- 
neſſe, not acqueynted with olde 
age, here as it were myndynge d 
thynkynge to be, that all we loke 
foze after this lyfe, whyche lyue 
deuoutely and godly in Chꝛyſte 
Jeſu. The mynde holle and vn⸗ 
coʒrupte ſparpleth abzode the 
oby 
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a Virgyn and Martyr. 28 
bodye her vigour and ſtrengthe, 
Iyke as the mpnde inkecte with 
vices ſheweth in maner a gltme- 
rynge lighte, oz rather maketh a 
griſely ſhewe in the ſelfe ſhappe 
of the body. Foz carnall pleaſure 
ts a fowle blemyſhe to a mannes 
owne body. Yohy doo not the bo⸗ 
dyes of good bleſſed menne ware 
olde in the reſurrection?bycauſe 
nowe the ſoule ſhall rule theym, 
which woteth not what olde age 
meaneth. As deathe commeth of 
ſynne, ſo doth ſyckenes and age. 
Take ſynne away, and age ſhall 
ſeine theleſſe: and if age chaunce 
to come, it ſhal chaunce moꝛe flo⸗ 
riſhinge. And therkoze a virgyn 
receyuethe nowe in this wozlde 
ſome parte of her felicitie, exhy⸗ 
 bytpnge in this moztall bodye a 
certayne ſpece o2 łachion of the 

Dit. immoꝛ⸗ 
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The compariſon of 
immoꝛtalitie to come. The pꝛin⸗ 
cis of this woꝛlde are noo mooꝛe 
careful fo: they: ſouldiours, than 
they be foꝛ the thyngethat they 
come of,of the which whan nede 
requireth, they gather yong ſoul 
dyours, the whyche thynge if it 
{hulde fayle, howe ſhoulde they 
furnyſſhe an armye » And nowe 
fo2 a certayne yeres there hathe 
ben noo ſuche perſecution vnder 
chziſten pꝛincis, as was vled in 
tyme paſte vnder Mero, Domi⸗ 
tian, Julian, and Marentius. 
But whether the Chꝛiſten feythe 
be in better caale vnder thele oz 
noo, it Iyeth not in me to define, 
ſurely by them it was dzawen in⸗ 
to anatrowe poynt. But how ſo 
euer it be, if there ſhulde ageyne 
chaunce perſecution, the whyche 
wolde requite a martpꝛ, where 1 
Mb. it 
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2 Virgin and Martyrs 27 
it moꝛe lykely that ſuch a copany 
ſhulde be gathered, than of them 


the whiche deſpiſynge al the fals 


flatering vanities of this wozld, 

hauccoſecrate thepm ſelfes hollp 
to Jeſu the celeſtiall ſpouſe, the 
which wyllyngly haue crucified 
their fleſhe to gether with the vi- 


cis and concupiſcencis thereof, 


and foꝛ the loue of they? ſpouſe, 
haue contempned and ſette atte 
noughte that ſame pleaſure, foz 
the fauour of whiche only manp 
moꝛtall menne deſiren euermoꝛe 
here to lyue. A true virgyn doth 
differre very lyttell from a mar⸗ 
tyꝛ. A martir ſuſfreth the executi⸗ 
oner to mangle his fleſhe: a vir⸗ 
gin dayly dothe with good wyll 
moꝛtifie her fleſhe, ſhe beinge in 
maner a turmentour of her ſelke. 
It is ſomewhat moze mayſtry to 

De it. tame 
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tame an ennempe taken, than to 


kl him. A maͤrtpꝛ deliuereth his 


body to be perſecuted: A virgin 
kepethe her body in lowe ſubtec- 
tion, and maketh it obedient vn⸗ 
to the ſpirite. wherfoꝛe ſhall the 
virgin of Chziſt treble and feare 
the handlyng of the erecutioner? 
Shall ſhe require rycheſſes, de⸗ 
lycacies, woʒldly pompe, wozld- 
ly welthe, oꝛ wozldly pleaſures, 
whiche cauſen other to be verye 
lothe to leaue this Iyfe ? All theſe 
thinges (he hath now cleane foz2- 
ſaken. Shall nat ſhe, whiche lo⸗ 
ucth nothing in this wozld, whi⸗ 
che is deed to the wozlde, whole 
Iyfe is onely Chꝛiſte, which day⸗ 
ly maketh her turtpls mournyn⸗ 
ges, couetynge to be nerer iop⸗ 
ned to her dere beloued ſpoule, d 
to be imbꝛaced & clypped of — 
5 


à Virgin and Martyr. 28 
wil ſhe not (J ſay)gladly dept out 
of this wzetched body, in the wh 
che ſhe woteth wel ſhe trauayleth 
as a pilgrim karre from her [o2d? 
what men haueſuffred the tour- 
mentes of martyꝛdom moze mer 
uatlouſiy and ſtrongly than vir- 
gine Party:s, Agnes, Cecilia, 
Agatha, and other theyz felowes 
innumerable: And therfoze wha 
à virgin is delyuered to the exe⸗ 
cutioner, ſhe dothe not begynne 
her martyꝛdome, but makethe 
an ende of that that (he beganne 
longe befoꝛe. If thole thynges 
ſeeme to any manne otter harde 
hyghe and difficile, lette hym re⸗ 
membze , that the pꝛofeſſpon of 
à virgin is aboue the powers of 
man, and egall with the dignite 
of angels.But al they that weare 
blacke vayles, arenot virgins. 

D.litt. Foz 


Sulus v. 
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:Fo2Ipke as they (accoꝛdynge to 


Timo. 5. Iaynte Paules doctryne) whiche 


Mat. 25. 


are true wydowes in dede, be di⸗ 
ſcerned frome thoſe, whiche by a 
wzonge name are called wydo⸗ 
wes: and as that widowe, whych 
Ipucth in delytes of this wozlde, 

is ſayde to be deade : ryght ſoo a 
virgin, whicheloueth any other 
thynge in this wozlde thanne her 
ſpouſe, is not a Virgin. There ar 
in the goſpel wyſe byꝛgins, whi⸗ 
che by manikolde wozkes of mer⸗ 
cyand pitie, haue ſo pꝛouided foꝛ 
them lelfe, that oyle in they; 15- 
pes (hall not fayle: there are in 
like maner folyſſhe virgins. And 
Hieremie bewayleth ſuch vnwiſe 
virgins: fo2 the dignitie of this 
name is nothing mete and agre⸗ 
able for her, the which although 
her body hath yot ben touched ol 
man, 


4 Virgin and Martyr. 29 
man, vet her mynde hath ben de⸗ 
filed and ſpotted with filthy and 
vncleane thoughtes . She that 
lpueth ſyngle agaynſte her wyll, 
is maried: and ſhe that wolde be 
cozrupted, tfſhe might lefully, is 

alredy cozrupted. It is a thinge 
ol greatteſt difficultie, to repꝛeſſe 

and kepe downe all cogitations 
and inwarde thynkynges of a 
wauering mynd: and yet ageinſt 
them aſlaylynge, there muſte be 
defence made with pꝛayets, re⸗ 
dynge of holy bokes, kaſtynges, 
deuoute and godly occupations: 
fo: why to aſſent to them is very 
poyſon. Eua the kyzſte virgin, 
dyd commune and talke with the 
ſerpente, and therof ſpꝛange all 
puels:her eies were not chaſt, the 


which the wanton intpcement of 


the flatterynge apple dyd adulte⸗ 
D. v. rate 
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rate and defyle. The gaye coſtly 
apparaylle, the peynted face, the 
pleaſant and mery enditynges of 
ponge men, the pꝛopꝛe knackes 
and gyftes ſente to and fro, are 
playne tokens and ſpgnes that 
birginitie dieth.Fo2 whole plea⸗ 
ſure doth a virgin ones dedicate 
to Chꝛiſt, oznate and trimme her 
ſelfe ? wwhp dothe ſhe coueyte the 
companye of yonge men,the wht 
che toke on her the veple of rely⸗ 
gion bycauſe the woꝛlde ſhoulde 
not ſe and beholde that that was 
conſecrate to the ſpouſe Chziſte. 
A woman that is maried, dothe 
decke a trymme her lelte to pleſe 
her huſbãdes eies: but why ſhuld 
a virgin that is maried to Chzift 
make her ſelfe goꝛgious and gay 
fo: any erthely mans pleaſure? 
Harke what ſhe ſhuld lap by the 
mouthe 
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mouthe ok a lerned poete, bus a 
pagane, 
Foz whom Pukd J make me fapze & gap, 
Oz whom to pleaſe, do mp dikigence 
wan of hym, that of my freſbe array 
T be onely canſe is, J haue the aBſence. 
If the ſo did neglect to make her 


freſh, bicauſe her huſ bãd was ab 


ſent: how date a virgin make her 


ſelf friſke a galtard i this wozld, 
the whoſe ſpouſe is in heuen? To 


what intent doth ſhe that is ones 


betrouthed to Chziſte, ſtande lo⸗ 
kynge in a glaſſe? Yea ſhe ſhuld 
contemplate and behold her ſelfe 
in the clere kountayn of holy ſcri⸗ 


pture. Why dothe ſhe arraye hir 


felt in thoſe garmẽtes, with whi⸗ 
che he is offended! This clenly⸗ 
neſſe in the cies of your ſpowſe 
ar very dirty lpottis, this bztght 
beautie but luttyſ che beggerpe, 
theleſwete ſauours but ſtinking 

ſmelles. 
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ſmelles. He loueth a pure ſpirite, 


a clene ſoule, and a well peynted 
mynde. What lo euer the wozlde 
hath, it is theirs, that make them 
ſelfe gozgeous and gaye foꝛ the 
woꝛlde: the virgin of Chziſte is 
moꝛe richely arrayed with deſpi⸗ 
ſynge of thoſe thynges, thanne 
with the aboundante of theym. 
She is moꝛe comely apparayled 
with her heares clypped of, à her 
holy veple, than any bꝛide trym⸗ 
med in ſplkes, gold, pꝛecious ſto- 
nes, and purpull. Foz: the diſſem⸗ 
bled beautte, ſct out with feyned 
cokours, hath euer ben diſalowed 
of the Gentyles. The ſpowſe of 
Chꝛiſte hath as many freſhe gar⸗ 
mentes, that make her gap in the 
ſyght of god, as ſhe foꝛ her ſpou⸗ 
ſes ſake deſppſed oꝛznamentes of 
this wozlde, foz pzecious ym 
| e 
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ſhe is oznated and decked with 


vertues, in ſtede of pourpull ſhe 
hath charttte,foz gold, wyſoome, 
fo2 feyned colours ſymplenes of 
mynde, foz ſplkes chaſtitte and 
ſhamekaſtenes: fo bꝛoches and 
iewels, ſobzenes and temperance 
in al her wozdes and dedes. The 
fayze beautie ot chaſtitie can not 
be defyled with lluttyſche gar⸗ 
mentes. 
¶ It dothe appere by olde mo⸗ 
numentes and wzytpnges, howe 
high and ho we laudable a pzeiſe 
it was fo2 virgtns, to walſhe the 
feete of myſerable creatures, to 
walhe pooꝛe folkes clothes, to at 
tende vpon ſycke folke and ſerue 
theym lowely, and foz the loue of 
Chꝛiſt to handel and touch they; 
badyes;ful of ſoꝛes and botches. 
2 1 ſiubbzed 0 ſoylled — 
thole 
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thoſe thynges, is moſt fayꝛe and 
beautyfull inthe ſyght of Chziſt. 
But fo: lo moche as the inſtitu⸗ 
tion ot holy and deuout virgins, 
is now other wiſe, let them ſtryue 
amonge theyin ſelfes in the offp- 


ces and wozkes of charitie, and 
pꝛepare with theyꝛ handes, wher 


with they may helpe and ſuccour 
the poꝛe andnedy, Ind if it hap⸗ 
pea virgin at ſome tyme to haue 
comunicatton with ſecular per- 
ſons, let this be her ſtudpe, that 
they maye go awaye from her a⸗ 
mended by hertalkynge, and ſhe 
her ſclfe nothynge appapꝛed. Let 
the example of the fyꝛſte virgine 
make pou moe wary and ſly, the 


which beinge coꝛrupted by ſpea⸗ 


kynge with the ſerpente, thꝛewe 
her ſelfe into lamentable myſery. 


A yonge manne with his ſiypper 


coun⸗ 
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countenaunce, with his wanton 
eies, and with his rebaud tonge. 
ig woꝛs thã any ſerpent, Se that 
you folowe the newe virgin, lea- 
der and pꝛinceſſe of pour inſtitu⸗ 
tion, che talketh not with the ſer⸗ 
pent, but being cloſe ſhutte with- 
in her ſecrete chaumbzes, talketh 
with the angelle, and therof be⸗ 
gan all our helthe. A virgin that 
talketh with an vnchaſte ponge 
man, ſpeaketh with a ſerpente. A 
virgin whiche with deuoute vo⸗ 
wes and prayers callethe vppon 
god, which hath her meditation 
tn holy bokes, ſpeaketh with the 
angell, oꝛ rather with her ſpouſe. 
Whether ok thele two is mooſte 
ſure ? whether is mooze honeſlte ? 
whether is moze magnificent - 
Wherkoꝛe if at any tyme the de- 
ire of thoſe thynges, the whiche 

as 
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as right ſwete a noble the woꝛld 
bꝛaggyngely boſteth, ſhall tikyl 
your myndes: cal to remembꝛãce 
as the trouthe is, that you haue 
not fozgone thoſe thiges, but to 
vour great lucre to haue made a 
chaunge. And therfoze there is 
nothyng moze vnkoztunate than 
thoſe, which letted by carnall lu⸗ 
ſtis, can neyther ble the commo⸗ 
dities of this wozlde, which they 
mooſte delſpꝛe, noꝛ yet theyꝛ owne 
pleaſures, The woꝛldly virgins 
haue they: playe felowes, they 
haue thepꝛ oznamctes, they: [poz 
tes and paſtymes, they: ſonges 
gnd they: daunces, but theſe thin 
ges ſuch as they be, they haue no 
longer than they: freſhe flouryl- 
ſhynge and tender youthe endu⸗ 
reth. But as al theſe thinges are 
to ths virgins of Chꝛyſte * 
an 
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and in warde pleaſures, ſoo they 
be euerlaſtynge. Theſe wozldely 
Z virgyns ſettynge a ſyde the gar⸗ 
lande ok virginitie, do take and 
put vppon theym the mantell of 
martage, without dout (as ſaynt 
Paule ſaythe) a playne token of. 
bondage and thzaldome.But vir 
gins dedicate to god, be alwape 
kepte clole fo; theyꝛ ſpouſe, leſte 
the wozlde an aduoutrer ſhuld ſe 
theym. Foz Jeſus ts a ielous lo- 
uer, he can not luffre to haue his 
dere derlynges ſette and ſhewed 
fo:the to the ſyght of the wozlde, 
But whether is it moꝛe pleſante 
and moe welthy to bethe hande 
mapde of a maried manne, oꝛ the 
hande mapde ok Chaiſte ? Ecce in- . 
quit, ancilla domini, Beholde (ſapßth 
the) the hand mayde of our loꝛd. 
Who lo euer is truely the hande 
E mayde 
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mayde ok our loꝛde, is lady of the 
woꝛld. O good virgin, interpꝛe- 
tate what thyng thy veyle betoke 
neth, it is the lygne of akynge- 
dome, and not of bondage. They 
that are vepled and couered fo2 
theyꝛ hulbandes pleaſures, doo 
pꝛofeſſe a wozldly bondage. Noz 
the commaundement of marved 
men, good virgins, is not alway 
Iyghte and calye, Often tymes 
where you wende to haue hadde 
huſbandes, you chaunce vppon 
maiſters harde to pleaſe, vppon 
ſuche as are froward and neuer 
contented, vpon ſuch as be curſt 
and knauiſhe, vpon dycers, dꝛũ⸗ 
kerdes, riotttous ſpenders, vpo 
ſuche as be greatly indetted, vpo 
ſuche as be ſcabbed and [curuy, 
vppon frantycke fclowes , and 
bppon fyghters, belydes many 
other 
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other moꝛe greuous and wycked 
condicions o2 diſeaſes, whiche J 
ſpeake not of. Moe ouer there 
foloweth care of the houſeholde, 
care of childzen,bulpnes of kyn(- 
folke and frendes, ſtryke in the 
wozlde, lacke of child:en , burp⸗ 
enge of hulbandes. Foz why the 
affliction of thefleſſhe is of noo 
ſympleſozte, the whiche ſayncte 
Paule ſignificth vnto them, that 
woll rather choſe wedlocke than 
birginitie. My pourpole is not 
nowe by reaſon of this declama⸗ 
tiõ to diſcriue, what ſo euer greke 
oꝛ incommoditie foloweth mart⸗ 
age. And yet to lerne them by ex⸗ 
perience is but a wꝛetched wyle⸗ | 
dome: better it were to come bp | 
the knowlege of them by redyng | 
the bokes of lerned men. But in | 
cale pou woll not gyue credence 

E. li. to 
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The compariſon of | 
to lerned mens wzitynges, than 
call vnt ovou good virgyne one 
of them, the whole chaunce was 
to be verpe welle and welthylye 
maryed, and deſpre her, that ſhe 
woll vouchelafe to telle and de⸗ 
clare to you the true ſtoʒy of her 
marriage: you ſhal here ſuche re⸗ 
kenynges, that pou (hal nothing 
repent you of pour pourpoſe. 
No we lay befo:e your eies, the ex 
aumples of vyrgins, the whole 
chaunce was mooſte bnluckely 
and vnwelthily to be beſtowed # 
marted, of which there is a huge 
great companp:and thynk thus, 
that what ſoo euer chaunced to 
them, might chance to you. What 
ſo euer puelles, what ſo euer ca- 
lamities and mpyſertes chance to 
them, that be maried to a moztal 
man, can in no wile hurt oz greue 
thole, 


2 Virgin and Martyr. 35 


thoſe, the whiche truely, the whi⸗ 


che with harte and mynde mary 
them ſelfe to the immoꝛtal ſpouſe 
Jeſu. Beleue me, vour ſpouſe Je 
ſus is in nothynge ſozowfulle oz 
heuy, but in al thynges pleaſant 
and louely. He lemed ſome tyme 
to haue neyther fay:e ſhape noꝛ 
goodly beaute, but he was neuer 
moꝛe louely, than whan fo? the 
loue of his ſpouſe he dyd vppon 
hym that ſame ſhape and fo2me, 
- avhat mapde is lhe, that wolde 
not make farre moch moze of her 
wower, if he being a noble mans 
ſonne, wolde fozlake his fathers 
ryches x treſtire, x clothed with a 
homely huſbandes wiede, wolde 
runne to her cotage, being a p oze 


mayde to the intent to opteyn her 


to his wyfe? But what pk he re⸗ 
Cult not to be greuouſiy woũded 
E\tlt, in 


3 


Phil. i. 
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in haſtynge hym to come to his 
entierly bcloued ſpouſe ? Shuld 
not he, ſo pooꝛely clothed and all 
bloudy with his woundes, ſeme 
moꝛe louelp:- whithout doubt he 
ſhulde ſo leme to her that loueth 
hym. Nowe thanne thynke with 
your ſelfes, whether your ſpouſe 
ſhulde with a ſtately countenãce 
be of you dildayned, whiche foz 
vour ſake lefte his fathers moſte 
ropall palaice, deſcended downe 
into this wozld, and cloking and 
hydynge the mateſtie of his dy⸗ 
uyne nature, toke bppon hymn 
the ſhappe and fourme of a ſer⸗ 
uant, humblyng hym ſelke to the 
verve igmony and ſhame of the 
crolſe. A monaſterie to a virgin 
that louethe her ſpowſe, is not a 
pꝛiſon (as ſome ſklaunderouſly 
do ſaye) but it ts a paradyle + 45 
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is not letull foꝛ you to wader and 


walke aboute whither pour luſte 
leadeth you: perdye this thynge 
fo2 birgyns is neyther ſurenoz 
honeſte, and therfoze you ſhulde 
not deſyze it. Excepte peraduen⸗ 
ture the example of Dina plea⸗ 
ſcthe you. Uirgynitie is neyther 
ſozowfulle noz heuy, but a plea⸗ 
ſaunt thynge. Upy:gynitic hathe 
her fayꝛe oꝛchardes to walke in 
holye Scrypture, in the whiche 
ſhe may ſpozte and play amonge 
that mooſte goodlye companpe 
of her ſpowle. O good lozd with 
what maner companye - With 
Tecla, with Cecilia, with Agaz 
tha, with Theodoza, with Eu⸗ 
ſtochio, and other innumerable, 
Alſo virginitie hath Her ſpiritu- 
al garlades, made and w2ought 
with freſſhe flowers of dpuers 

C\litt; ver⸗ 
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vertues: ſhe hath herſwetepom- 


maunders and ſauours, loo that 
virgins mapye ſap with Sayncte 
Paule, Bonus odor ſumus deo in om- 
ni loco, That is to ſape, We bea 
good ſauoute vnto god in euery 
place. Alſo the ſpowſe hathe his 
delicate and ſwete ſpirituall po- 
manders, ot whiche the fragrant 
ſwetencele excellethe all aroma- 
tike lauours. Whatte is moꝛe a- 
miable than the name of Jeſus - 
His name is a ſweete lmellynge 
fauour, that is ſparpled abꝛode. 
The virgins being dꝛawen with 
that ſauoure, to folowe hym as 
faſte as they can runne, what te⸗ 
dioulneſſe canne they haue oz kele 
in this Ipfc ? 

¶ A virgin alſo hath her ſwete 
pommaunder, wherwith in lyke 
maner ſhe pleaſeth her ſpowſe. 
Dum 


a Virgin and Martyr, © 37 


Dum eſſet, inquit, rex in accubitu ſuo, nar Cant, 2. 


dus mea dedit odorem ſuum, That is 
to ſape, when the kynge latte at 
his table, he ſmelled my lweete 


nardus. And in the goſpel when“ 


that Chaiſte ſhulde be maryed to 
his ſpowſe the Churche , the wo⸗ 
man ſynner powred ſweete ſmel- 
lynge oyntmentes vpon hym. 
Vyrgyns haue theyz harpes of 
Dauid, they haue the Pſalter, 
they haue theyz ſonges and ſpi⸗ 
rytuall hymnes, with whyche in 
they: hartis they ſynge contynu⸗ 
allye to god, gyuynge thankes, 
lawdynge and beſechynge, and 
ſommetpme with dulce and lofte 
ſyghinges deſyꝛinge the pꝛeſence 
of they: ſpouſe, it he at any tyme 
abſenthym ſelfe fo2 a ſeaſon : fo2 
otherwhyle he declineth and pal⸗ 
ſeth foꝛth by, not to the intent he 
| E. b. woll 
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woll leaue them, but to redinte⸗ 
grate and renewe his loue with 
theym. What thynge haue theſe 
woꝛldelp virgins, be they neuer 
ſo foztunate, that map be compa⸗ 
red to thele ſolaces and pleſures? 
The place canne not ſeme ſtrapt 
and narowe to theym, to whom 
within a ſhoꝛte ſpace after the vn 
meaſurablenes of heuen is ope⸗ 
ned: noꝛ they canne not thynke 
theym ſelfe to be [ klenderipe ac⸗ 
compained, to whom within a ly⸗ 
tel whyle ſhal chance, to be in the 
fel owſhyppe and company of all 
ſaynctes. vohy ſhulde J not ſap 
within a lyttell whyle ? Foz howe 
longe J p2ay you, ts all the holle 
tyme of this pꝛelent Iyfe ? in caſe 
it happen a man to lyue tyl he be 
verp olde: whiche thynge to how 


manp dothe it chaunce ? Woher⸗ 


koze 


— 


a Virgin and Martyr: r. 
koꝛe good virgynes, aknowlege 
pour felicitie and welth, and loke 
that you haue no ſpite noz enupe, 
that the woꝛld hath his iugglyn⸗ 
ges of vayne delytes and pleſu⸗ 
res, aknowlege pour dignite, and 
looke not you foz the ſluttylſhe 
and fylthye marchandyſe of the 
woꝛlde. He ſayth, Niſi te cognoueris Gy, x. 
pulcherrima inter fœminas, O mooſte 
fey:eſt amonge womenne, but if 
thou kno we thy ſelfe. The ſpouſe | 
thꝛetteneth his virgins , oneleſle | 
they wyll aknowlege they? ble[- | 
ſednes. But they aknowledge it : | 
not, which repent, that they haue 
bounde them ſelfes to liue a holy 
chaſte lyfe, noꝛ they whiche gape 
and loke after wozldly vanities 
and pleaſures, Calle vnto youre | 
remembꝛance, to whome you be | 
ſpowſed, and loue and * to | 

vm 
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hym with al your very hartes, in 
whom ones you haue al thynges 
the whiche are toyfull and mag⸗ 
nifycent. Let the example of the 
mooſte holy ponge men animate 
and courage pou to be conſtant, 
the which ſhall a great deale the 
moꝛe reioyce ⁊ be glad, that their 
bodies as pledges be reſerued & | 
kepte in your Colledge, pf they „ 
mowe percevue, that you be folo⸗ 
wers of thole they vertues, with 
the which they pleaſed god. They 
o2nate and garnyſhe your religi⸗ 
ous company : foo in lyke maner 
ſe that you with integritie of Iyfe 
and moſte pure and honeſte con⸗ 
ucrſations hight them agayne. 
They chaſe rather to ſuffer ma⸗ 
ny and dyuers kyndes of tour- 
mentes and peynes, thenne they 
wolde ones taaſte hoggis _ 
oke 


. — 


a Virgyn and a Mrtyr, 39 

Loke that you repute thynke it 
to be hoggis kleſhe, what ſo euer 
is diſplelãt to your ſpouſe. If you 
wyll be emulaters and folowers 
of this molt goodlp conflict, you 
(hall be part takers of theyr glo⸗ 

ry, by the helpe of pour ſpoule 

Chꝛiſt Jeſu, whiche with 

the father and the holy 
4 gooſte lyueth and 
repygneth eter⸗ 
nallp. 
AMEN. 


C Thus endeth the com- 
patation of a vyꝛ⸗ 
gyne and 3 


Marty. 
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